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which it has taken him twenty years to distort, one of the foremost
electrical engineers of Japan reads the early Chinese classics.
How many young Japanese students are suffering from head-
aches from the premature study of logarithms or are groping in
the jungles of pre-Chaucer English literature ! The chief
cashiers of the great banking establishments can only add or
subtract with the aid of the abacus, while the children of the
Samurais drive taxicabs and the descendants of the faithful
Ronins wait at table.
There never has existed a country where education is so
appreciated as in Japan, and a multitude of students and children
are struggling and striving to surpass the rest of the world for the
renown of their country and the honour of their Emperor. It is
the spirit of the Old Japan—the original root of the grafted tree—
that supplies the vast vital force. The difficulties would be
insuperable were it not for the unquenchable flame of patriotism,
the devotion to duty, the personal sacrifice. When a national
crisis arises the Japanese people, while neglecting no useful
material measure that they have learned from the West, reverts in
spirit to its Eastern origin.
There is no sacrifice that the people are not prepared to make.
It is an attitude that is in many respects admirable. In still more
ways it is disconcerting, for the responsibilities that in their
Western attitude they accepted they appear at times in their
Eastern spirit to be prepared to discard even to the point of
sacrificing what they have acquired, for that which they inherited
—to gamble the reputation of the New Japan rather than imperil
the honour of the Old, Their attitude resembles that of the
English duellist of the past, who was ready to risk the legal
consequences of his act when he considered that his honour was
at stake, To live up to two ideals is not impossible, but it is at
times inconvenient and liable to misinterpretation.
If the traveller in Japan desires to contrast these two existences,
there is no better way to do so than in the cinema theatres of
the country towns, where direct foreign influence is less marked
than in the capital. The surroundings are those of Old Japan.
Members of the audience leave their boots and shoes with the
vestiaire on entering. There are no seats in any part of the
building, merely the clean matted floor to sit upon. The films
are usually excellent. The photography is oftea superb, and the
scenes depicted are of high artistic merit. The acting is first-rate,
The tendency is toward emotion, and there is often a taint of

